
Jesus 
in the 
Old Testament

Part 2:  Typology



Summary of Week 1

• The Jews expected a Messiah to come.  In the Old Testament, there are predictions 
of  a coming anointed one, a king descended from David, a new Moses figure, a 
Servant of  God, a Child Savior, a “Son of  Man” foretold by Daniel, and the return 
of  Elijah.   

• There are also Old Testament predictions of  a coming kingdom of  God, 
anticipated in the time of  the Romans; a new covenant; the gathering and 
reunification of  the tribes of  Israel; the nations coming to know and worship the 
one true God; God ushering in a new age involving a final defeat of  death and a 
new eternal heavens and earth.  It wasn’t clear how all this would happen. 

• Christ wonderfully fulfills all these promises in His first and second coming.



Typology



–Romans 5:14

“Yet death reigned from Adam to Moses, even 
over those whose sins were not like the 

transgression of Adam, who was a type of the 
one who was to come.” 



Resemblances to Christ

• Persons 

• Objects 

• Animals 

• Feasts & other Events



“Who do men say that the son of  man is?”  
And they said, 

“Some say John the Baptist, 
others say Elijah, 

and others Jeremiah or one of  the prophets.”   

-Matthew 16:13-14



• Called from mother’s womb to be a 
prophet to the nations (Jer 1:5; Lk 1:26-38) 

• Preaches in the court of  the temple (Jer 26:1-2; 
Mt 21:23 - 23:36) 

• Prophesied the destruction of  the Temple 
(Jer 26:4-7; Mt 24:1-2) 

• Wept over Jerusalem (Jer 13:17; Lk 19:14) 
• Inside picture of  emotions (Mt 26:38)  
• Priests involved in arrest (Jer 26) 
• Scourged (Jer 20:2) 
• Ridiculed (Jer 20:7) 
• Falsely accused & imprisoned (Jer 37) 
• Led like a lamb to slaughter (Jer 11:19) 
• Death plotted against them (Jer 18:23; Jn 11:53)

Jeremiah and Jesus



Elijah / Elisha and Jesus
• Consecrated to God / celibate  

• Begin mission at Jordan River (2 Kgs 2; Mt 4) 

• Pray in the Wilderness (1 Kgs 17-19; Mt 4; Mk 1:35) 
• Upbraid leaders  
• Persecuted / Escapes (1 Kgs 19) 

• Miracles 
• Miraculously multiply bread  (1 Kgs 17:14; 2 Kgs 4) 
• Raise others from the dead (1 Kgs 17:22; 2 Kgs 4) 

• Elijah holds back rain / calms the storm (2 Kgs 
17-18; Mt 24:1-2) 

• God’s revelation on a mountain (1 Kgs 19; Mt 17)  

• Ascend into Heaven (2 Kgs 2:11; Mk 16; Acts 1) 

• Spirit given (2 Kgs 2; Acts 2) 

• Second coming (Mal 4; Mt 24)



• Preaches a message of  conversion 
to the Gentiles 

• Shows God’s mercy to the 
Gentiles 

• 3 Days and 3 Nights in Whale / 
Grave 

• Delivered from Death

Jonah and Jesus

“No sign shall be given to it except the sign of  the prophet Jonah.  For as Jonah was three days and 
three nights in the belly of  the whale, so will the Son of  man be three days and three nights in the 
heart of  the earth.  The men of  Nineveh will arise at the judgment with this generation and condemn 
it; for they repented at the preaching of  Jonah, and behold, something greater than Jonah is here.”  

-Mt 12:39-41



• Born in Bethlehem 
• Early Hidden Life 
• Shepherd after God’s heart 
• Anointed  
• King of  the Jews 
• Priest in the line of  Mechizedek 
• Spirit 
• Gethsemane 
• Persecuted 
• Vindicated

David and Jesus



Adam & Christ 
• Tree 
• Garden 
• Fruit  
• Man & Woman 
• Virgin 
• Angel 
• Death 
• Opened Side



“Behold the man.”  -John 19:5

“One of  the 
soldiers pierced 
his side with a 

spear, and at once 
there came out 

blood and water.”  
-John 19:34

“Christ loved the church and 
gave himself  up for her.”  

-Ephesians 5:25



Jacobo Pontormo, 1515

Joseph 
Son of Jacob



• Beloved son (Gen 37:3) 
• Envied and hated without a cause (Gen 37:3 / Jn 15) 
• Sold for silver (Gen 37:28 / Mt 26:15) 
• Stripped of  his clothing (Get 37) 
• Thrown into a pit; delivered; exalted 
• Resisted temptation  
• Falsely accused  
• Condemned with 2 others, 1 of  whom was saved, the 

other not 
• Known for his wisdom (Gen 41:39) 
• Forgave those who betrayed him (Gen 45) 
• All bow down to him (Gen 41:43 / Phil 2:10)



Abel:  innocently killed, blood speaks 

Noah:  “herald of  righteousness” (2 Pet 2:5), ark of  salvation, wood, dove, water, judgment 

Melchizedek:  priest, king, peace, righteousness, Jerusalem, no lineage, offers bread & 
wine, greater than Abraham 

Aaron:  high priest, offers sacrifice, makes atonement for forgiveness, intercedes, prays, blesses 

Joshua:  name = God’s salvation, leads into the Promised Land, a kind of  second Moses, Jericho 

Solomon:  Son of  David, Son of  God, wisdom, bridegroom 

Susanna:  innocent, righteous, falsely accused, vindicated



• Born outside, laid in straw 
• Prepares for Mission in Wilderness 
• Feeds God’s people in the wilderness 
• Exodus 
• Meekness 
• Incomparable Intimacy with God 
• Mediator / Intercessor 
• Gives God’s law on a mountain 
• Institutes a Covenant & Liturgical Worship 

Moses and Jesus



1 Corinthians 
10:1-5



The Exodus as a symbol of the Christian Life

Sacrifice of  the Lamb 
Egyptian Treasure 

Pharaoh and his chariots 
Crossing of  the Red Sea 

Journey through the Desert 
Pillar of  Fire 

Moses 
The Nation of  Israel 

The Torah

Tent of  Meeting, Priests, Sacrifices 
Manna 

Water from the Rock 
Ark of  the Covenant 

Angel to Guide 
Temptations in the Desert 

12 Spies 
Joshua 

The Promised Land



Wall painting, c.350, Commodilla Catacombs, Rome, Italy

Pompeo Cesura

Water

from the Rock



Blessed 

Sacrament 

Chapel

Cathedral Basilica 
Of  the Assumption 

Covington, Kentucky





“And I will pour out on the house of 
David and the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem a spirit of compassion 
and supplication, so that, when they 
look on him whom they have 
pierced, they shall mourn for him, as 
one mourns for an only child, and 
weep bitterly over him, as one weeps 
over a first-born . . . On that day 
there shall be a fountain opened for 
the house of David and the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem to cleanse 
them from sin and uncleanness.” 

-Zechariah 12:10, 13:1

Gerard de la Vallée



“Then he brought me back to the door 
of the temple; and behold, water was 

issuing from below the threshold of the 
temple toward the east.”   

-Ezekiel 47:1



“With joy you will draw water 
from the wells of salvation.”   

-Isaiah 12:3

“Whoever drinks from the water 
that I shall give him will never 

thirst; the water that I shall give 
him will become in him a spring of 

water welling up to eternal life.” 
-John 4:14

“If anyone thirst, let him come to me 
and drink.  He who believes in me, as 

the scripture has said, ‘Out of his 
heart shall flow rivers of living water.’” 

-John 7:37-38



“As were the days of 
Noah, so will be the 

coming of the Son of 
Man.  For as in those 
days before the flood 
they were eating and 

drinking, marrying and 
giving in marriage, until 

the day when Noah 
entered the ark, and 

they did not know until 
the flood came and 

swept them all away, so 
will be the coming of 

the Son of Man.”   

-Matthew 24:37-39

“God’s patience waited in the days of Noah, during 
the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight 
persons, were saved through water.  Baptism, which 

now corresponds to this, now saves you.”   
-1 Peter 3:20-21





“Jesus said, ‘Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it 
up.’  The Jews then said, ‘It has taken forty-six years to build this 

temple, and will you raise it up in three days?’   

But he spoke of the temple of his body.  When therefore he was 
raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said 
this; and they believed the scripture and the word which Jesus 

had spoken.”   

-John 2:19-22



The Ark of the Covenant

Mary and the Ark 
Compare 2 Sam 6 and Luke 1

Inside the Ark (Heb 9:4) 
Manna 

Aaron’s Rod 
Tablets of  the Covenant



Numbers 17:1-11

Aaron’s Rod



“Therefore, brethren, since we have 
confidence to enter the sanctuary by 
the blood of Jesus, by the new and 
living way which he opened for us 

through the curtain, that is, through 
his flesh, and since we have a great 
priest over the house of God, let us 
draw near with a true heart in full 
assurance of faith, with our hearts 

sprinkled clean from an evil 
conscience and our bodies washed 

with pure water.”   

-Hebrews 10:19-22“And behold, the curtain of the temple 
was torn in two, from top to bottom.”   

-Matthew 27:51



“As Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, so must the Son of Man be 
lifted up, that whoever believes in him 

may have eternal life.”   
-John 3:14-15

• Serpent 

• Bronze 

• Lifted Up

The Bronze Serpent



Jacob’s Ladder

“Truly, truly, I say to you, you will see heaven 
opened, and the angels of God ascending and 

descending upon the Son of Man.”   
-John 1:51

Genesis 28:10-22 





“God himself will provide a lamb for the burnt offering, my son.”   
-Genesis 22:8  

“Tell all the congregation of Israel that on the tenth day of this month they 
shall take every man a lamb . . . Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male a 

year old . . . the whole congregation of Israel shall kill their lambs in the 
evening.  They shall take some of the blood, and put it on the doorposts and 
the lintel of the houses in which they eat them.  They shall eat the flesh that 

night, roasted; with unleavened bread and bitter herbs they shall eat it.”  
-Exodus 12:2-8

“He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; like a 
lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers, so 

he opened not his mouth.”  -Isaiah 53:7

“But I was like a gentle lamb led to the slaughter.” 
-Jeremiah 11:19



“Weep not; lo, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, 
the Root of David, has conquered, so that he 

can open the scroll and it’s seven seals.”  
-Revelation 5:5

“Judah is a lion’s whelp . . . the scepter 
shall not depart from Judah, nor the 
ruler’s staff from between his feet.” 

-Genesis 49:9



“And round the throne, 
on each side of the 

throne, are four living 
creatures, full of eyes in 
front and behind: the 

first living creature like a 
lion, the second living 
creature like an ox, the 

third living creature with 
the face of a man, and 

the fourth living creature 
like a flying eagle.”   

-Revelation 4:6-7



“And Abraham lifted up his 
eyes and looked, and behold, 

behind him was a ram, 
caught in a thicket by his 
horns; and Abraham went 

and took the ram, and offered 
it up as a burnt offering 

instead of his son.”   

-Genesis 22:13



Titian

Genesis 22

The Adeqah





Passover:  first evening of  a week long feast of  unleavened bread 

Pentecost:  50 days after Passover, giving of  the Law 

Tabernacles / Booths:  8-day feast 

Day of Atonement:  Atonement from Sin, Leviticus 16 

Hanukkah:  reconsecration of  the Temple (Maccabees) 

The Sabbath:  weekly day of  rest

Jesus as the fulfillment of Jewish Feasts



Go excavating! 

Find your own way of resembling Christ.



Q


